
INFORMATION NEEDED FOR DECK PERMIT APPLICATION 
 

The following must be submitted to the Inspector for approval: 

□ A completed Building Permit application. 

□ A current survey map showing the proposed location of the deck, as well as all other structures on lot 
(sheds, pools, detached garages, etc.). 

□ 2 sets of detailed drawings of the deck structure, to include materials, dimensions and elevations, drawn to 
1/4"=1’ scale.  Plans must include: complete structural information (posts, beams, girders, joists, hangers 
size/location); elevation drawings along with railing and stair info; fastener and flashing info and detail; 
details of footing and column connections. 

□ Subdivision HOA approval (if required). 

The approval process may take up to two weeks dependent on workload. Please provide a complete set of 
drawings/plans and all requested information with the Building Permit application. Failure to provide the required info 
will cause delays and possible rejection of permit application. Building Permits are valid for one year.  

Fees:  Permit fee is $10 per $1,000 of construction value or $50 minimum, plus $60 Plan Review fee, and $5 
Technology Fee. Fees are paid when the permit is approved. 

17.0704 (A)(5) Decks located adjacent to a principal structure shall be located not closer to a lot line than the required side yard 
and rear yard requirements for the district in which they are located and shall require the issuance of a building permit. 
Freestanding decks or decks surrounding private swimming pools separated from the principal structure shall be located at least 10 
feet from the principal structure and shall be regulated in the same manner as an accessory garage, tool shed, or gazebo. 
 
Sussex Building Inspection Department   Call Diggers Hotline 3 work days before you dig! 
Phone Number:  262-246-5212    1-800-242-8511 
         
Edited 4/23/24                



CODE COMPLIANT DECK CONSTRUCTION 
 

As of January 1, 2016 
 

Per Uniform Dwelling Code SPS 321.225 and SPS 325 Appendix B&C 
 
 

General Requirements 
1. All lumber used for decking, must be pressure‐preservative‐treated and must be douglas 

fir/larch, hemlock/fir, spruce/pine/fir (SPF), or southern pine, of grade #2 or better. Naturally 
decay resistant lumber may also be used, i.e. western red cedar. 

2. Nails must be threaded, which includes ring‐shanked. 
3. All fasteners must be galvanized, stainless steel or approved for use with pressure treated 

lumber. 
4. Typical bolts or lags specified for various connections should be ½ inch. Oversized washers 

should be used. Carriage bolts may be substituted, but the washers must have square holes. 
5. Concrete must be used for deck footings and the footing size must be in accordance with Table 

1. (See Attached) 
6. Post attachments must be in accordance with Figure 1. (See Attached) 
7. Maximum post height for a 4”x4” is 6’. 
8. Any post supporting a beam splice must be a minimum 6”x6”. 
9. Post caps, as shown in Figure 2, must be designed for a 2 or 3 ply beam and post size used. 
10. It is recommended that any cut end of posts should be field treated with wood preservative. 
11. Beam size is determined using Table 3A or 3B (See Attached) 
12. Where multiple 2x members are used to assemble a beam, the plies of the beam must be 

fastened in accordance with Figure 4. (See Attached) 
13. Use Table 4 to size joist span length and joist spacing. 
14. Full depth blocking or bridging must be used on 2”x10” or deeper joists at intervals not 

exceeding 8’. 
15. Joists must be attached to beams in accordance with Figure 8 and all of the following: 

1. Use Options 1 or 2 if joists bear on a dropped beam. 
2. Use Option 3 if joists bear at a flush beam  

16. Joist hanger depth must be at least 60% of joist depth. 
17. The width of the joist hanger must accommodate the number of plies being carried. 
18. Bending of hanger flanges is not allowed. 
19. Hangers attached to a ledger board must use anchors specified by manufacturer of hanger. 
20. Clip‐angles (tecos) or brackets used to support framing members in lieu of joist hangers are 

prohibited. 
21. Each joist hanger must have the capacity to carry loads listed in Table 5. 
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